PRESS RELEASE……….JANUARY 31, 2007

In Conjunction with 

The “tree of life…” exhibit

The Clara Fritzsche Library Presents:

“our Fulbright experience in Ukraine”

a lecture by

Natalie Strouse, m.b.a.

In conjunction with its current “Tree of Life…” exhibit of Ukrainian textiles, the Clara Fritzsche Library will host a lecture by returning Fulbright Scholar Natalie Trotch Strouse, Associate Professor of Business Administration and Accounting and Chair of the Business Department at Notre Dame College.  This past year Strouse was awarded a Fulbright Scholar Grant to lecture on accounting for an emerging country at Ternopil Academy of National Economy, also known as Ternopil National Economic University, in Ukraine during the 2006-2007 academic year.  
A certified public accountant with almost 20 years of experience in business, Strouse has an M.B. A. from Cleveland State University.  She has worked for both a large public company and a smaller private firm and has had responsibility for all phases of financial management.  She taught accounting as an adjunct faculty member at several institutions before accepting a full-time position at Notre Dame College in 2001.  In addition to her duties as chair of the Business Department, Strouse also serves on the Educational Policy and Planning Committee (EPPC).  She has also been nominated for the College’s Distinguished Faculty Award.
Strouse is the first faculty member from Notre Dame College to win this prestigious award since Sr. Mary Cesarie, NDC ’31, S.N.D. spent the 1967-1968 academic year in France.  Seeing an application in the Notre Dame College faculty lounge, Strouse decided to fill it out, submit it and see what happened.  Much to her surprise, her cultural background and fluency in the Ukrainian language, from having studied it for twelve years while growing up in Cleveland, plus her record of academic excellence while at Notre Dame led to her being selected for this honor. 
Last August Strouse left for Ukraine to prepare for her assignment beginning in September 2006 teaching financial and managerial accounting to upper level students.  These courses were designed to provide Ukrainian students not only with the necessary tools to open a business or improve the profitability of an existing company, but also to protect a firm from corrupt or unethical behavior.  She made the “grand adventure” accompanied by her six-year-old daughter, Larissa, who attended a kindergarten and worked on improving her Ukrainian language skills while her mother was teaching.  This was Strouse’s first trip to her ancestor’s homeland.  While there she was able to connect with some family members nearby in Western Ukraine. 
Strouse is one of approximately 800 U.S. faculty and professionals who travelled abroad to some 150 countries through the Fulbright Scholar Program, America’s flagship international exchange activity.  Established in 1946 under legislation introduced by the late Senator J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, the program’s purpose is to build mutual understanding between the people of the United States and other countries.  It is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs.  Over its 60 years of existence more than 266,600 Americans and foreign university students, K-12 teachers and university faculty and professionals have participated in Fulbright Exchange programs.  Recipients are selected on the basis of professional achievement and because they have demonstrated extraordinary leadership potential in their fields.
Strouse resides in Bay Village with her husband James and Larissa.
The talk and reception will be held on Thursday, February 15th, 2007 from 5 to 7 p.m.  The lecture will begin at 5:30 p.m. and will be followed by a question and answer session.  Guests can also view the accompanying “Tree of Life…” exhibit co-sponsored by the Ukrainian Museum-Archives of Cleveland on exhibit in the library gallery.  The lecture and exhibit are free of charge and open to the general public.  For more information, contact Karen Zoller at (216) 373-5267.
